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PRAISE FOR RETHINKING AMERICAN DISASTERS

“Examining the role of disasters in American history from the colonial period to the present,
these well-conceived essays offer unique perspectives on a whole range of calamities.
Above all, the authors provide a wise and sobering reminder that history often unfolds in
unexpected ways.”—Ted Steinberg, author of Acts of God: The Unnatural History of Natural
Disaster in America

Rethinking American Disasters is a pathbreaking collection of essays on hurricanes,
earthquakes, fires, and other calamities in the United States and British colonial
America over four centuries. Proceeding from the premise that there is no such thing
as a “natural” disaster, the collection invites readers to consider disasters and their
aftermaths as artifacts of and vantage points onto their historical contexts.

CYNTHIA A. KIERNER is the author of many books, including Inventing Disaster: The
Culture of Calamity from the Jamestown Colony to the Johnstown Flood.

MATTHEW MULCAHY has written or cowritten several books and articles about nat-

ural disasters in colonial British America, including Hurricanes and Society in the
British Greater Caribbean, 1624—1783.

LIZ SKILTON is the author of Tempest: Hurricane Naming and American Culture
and head of the Recent Louisiana Disasters Oral History Project.
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