
Poets and the Fools Who Love Them blends autobiography with cultural 
commentary and meditates on creative writing as a cottage industry within 
humanities higher education. Celebrated poet and memoirist Richard Katro-
vas examines his picaresque early years with a criminal father, a beleaguered 
mother, and four siblings as state and federal authorities pursued the fam-
ily across the highways of America. His freewheeling, wide-ranging essays 
consider, among other social constructs, the relation of crime and art, and 
the relation of both to the authority of the state, particularly in terms of race 
and class. Katrovas speaks candidly about how white privilege facilitated 
his father’s criminal career, as a lifestyle of larceny and used-car scams, 
perpetuated state to state, would have surely had different implications for 
a family of color.

Drawing on his adulthood in academe, Katrovas’s memoir in essays 
chronicles a quest to locate surrogate fathers among older poets and 
other creative writers, and reflects upon the ways in which that search  
has affected his role as the father to three Czech American daughters. The 
book flows from the love of a poet for other poets, for the “community of 
poets,” one likened to a “gang of priests” and a “herd of bears.” Katrovas 
maintains that most lovers of poets are themselves poets, and those lovers 
of poets who are not themselves poets are saints.

At its heart, Poets and the Fools Who Love Them contemplates, with care 
and unabashed honesty, the role of art and the artist in the madcap twenty-
first century.

RICHARD KATROVAS is the founding director of the Prague Summer Pro-
gram for Writers and the author of seventeen books of prose and verse. He 
taught for twenty years at the University of New Orleans and is currently a 
professor of English at Western Michigan University.

PRAISE FOR RICHARD KATROVAS

“Tough, direct, gritty, full of wonder . . . there is nothing meek about Mr. Katrovas. 
. . . He sings with an authority that is guided by compassion, by an unblinking 
eye for what is beautiful within what is not.”—New York Times Book Review

“Partly Mark Twain, partly Henry Miller . . . ferocious, tender, original.”—Gerald 
Stern

“Richard Katrovas is the best of the new poets.”—Denis Johnson

“Katrovas is observant, outrageous, and completely original.”—Valerie Martin
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