
In 1914, the Associated Newspapers sent correspondent Herbert Corey to Eu-
rope on the day Great Britain declared war on Germany. During the Great War 
that followed, Corey reported from France, Britain, and Germany, visiting the 
German lines on both the western and eastern fronts. He also reported from 
Greece, Italy, Switzerland, Holland, Belgium, and Serbia. When the Armistice 
was signed in November 1918, Corey defied the rules of the American Expedi-
tionary Forces and crossed into Germany. He covered the Paris Peace Confer-
ence the following year. No other foreign correspondent matched the longevity 
of his reporting during World War I. Until recently, however, his unpublished 
memoir lay largely unnoticed among his papers in the Library of Congress.

With publication of Herbert Corey’s Great War, coeditors Peter Finn and John Max-
well Hamilton reestablish Corey’s name in the annals of American war reporting. 
As a correspondent, he defies easy comparison. He approximates Ernie Pyle in his 
sympathetic interest in the American foot soldier, but he also told stories about 
troops on the other side and about noncombatants. He is especially illuminating 
on the obstacles reporters faced in conveying the story of the Great War to Amer-
icans. As his memoir makes clear, Corey didn’t believe he was in Europe to serve 
the Allies. He viewed himself as an outsider, one who was deeply ambivalent about 
the entry of the United States into the war. His idiosyncratic, opinionated, and very 
American voice makes for compelling reading.

Peter Finn has worked at the Washington Post since 1995, serving as Warsaw 
bureau chief, Berlin bureau chief, Moscow bureau chief, and currently as national 
security reporter. Twice a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize for International Reporting, 
Finn was honored with the Robert F. Kennedy Grand Prize and International Print 
award for his coverage of the war in Kosovo. He is the coauthor of The Zhivago 
Affair, which was a finalist for the National Book Critics Circle award for general 
nonfiction, and the author of A Guest of the Reich.

John Maxwell Hamilton, a former journalist and government official, is the Hop-
kins P. Breazeale LSU Foundation Professor of Journalism in the Manship School 
of Mass Communication at LSU and a global fellow at the Woodrow Wilson Inter-
national Center for Scholars in Washington, DC. He has authored or edited many 
books, including Journalism’s Roving Eye and Manipulating the Masses, both of 
which won the Goldsmith Book Prize.
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