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What Light He Saw | Cannot Say

Poems

SIDNEY BURRIS

What Light He Saw I Cannot Say, a new poetry collection from Sidney
Burris, explores the interplay of human consciousness and objective
reality, always in celebration of the imaginative spirit that brings them
into a productive and often spiritual conversation.

Poems both demanding and beguiling gain a deeper resonance as they
encourage us to understand the often mysterious links that unite the
people and events that crowd our daily lives. Deploying themes that
encompass the physical, the spiritual, and the meditative, What Light
He Saw I Cannot Say remains rooted in the human condition while
showing how this experience is rich with vision and transcendence.

SIDNEY BURRIS, professor of English and director of the oral history
project Tibetans in Exile Today at the University of Arkansas, is the
author of the poetry collections A Day at the Races and Doing Lucretius.
He has also published a critical work on the poetry of Seamus Heaney,
The Poetry of Resistance, as well as numerous essays and reviews.

PRAISE FOR SIDNEY BURRIS:

“Sidney Burris’s poems are at once learned and colloquial . . . wry and
generous, easy and edgy, discursive yet richly textured by experience.”
—Wyatt Prunty

“Sidney Burris combines recollection with perspective better than almost
anyone; what we usually label nostalgia becomes in his poems a form of
his considerable intelligence.”

—Dabney Stuat
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