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“Huddle is one of our most accomplished and generous artists.”
—Paul Zimmer

In My Surly Heart, the prolific poet and novelist David Hud-
dle reflects on turning seventy-six years of age and records his
aghast reactions to changes brought about by the current presi-
dent of the United States. Huddle avoids the pitfalls of speech-
ifying, pseudo-philosophizing, or indulging in unmitigated
complaint. Instead, he embraces the potential of poetry to use in-
telligence, wit, language, knowledge, and sense of form to move
toward useful revelations. Throughout this idiosyncratic collection
of verse, Huddle deploys poem making as a method for psycholog-
ically and spiritually navigating from his past to his present life
and on into whatever his future may hold. These poems traverse
childhood memories, birding adventures, musical reveries, the role
of art, and many points in between. My Surly Heart shows a cele-
brated poet confronting the challenges of age and country with wry
humor and unsparing honesty.

DAVID HUDDLE teaches at the Bread Loaf School of English
and the Rainier Writing Workshop. He is the author of over
twenty novels, short-story collections, and volumes of poetry.
His fiction, poetry, and essays have appeared in the American
Scholar, Esquire, Harper’s, the New Yorker, Poetry, Shenandoah,
and elsewhere. His recent books include Dream Sender, a poetry
collection, and My Immaculate Assassin, a novel.

OCTOBER 2019

72 pages, 5% x 8%
978-0-8071-7071-4

Paper $17.95, ebook available
LSU Paperback Orginial / Poetry

Southern Messenger Poets | Dave Smith, Series Editor

My SuUrRLY HEART

Poems

David Huddle

338 JOHNSTON HALL | BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70803

225-578-6294 | FAX 225-578-6461 | Orders/Customer Service 800-848-6224 | www.lsupress.org



