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New Poetry Collection from Former North Carolina Poet Laureate 
LSU Press to Publish The 13th Sunday after Pentecost in October 2016 

 
Baton Rouge—In The 13th Sunday after Pentecost, to be published in October by LSU Press, 
Joseph Bathanti offers poems that delve deep into a life reimagined through a mythologized past. 
Moving from his childhood to the present, weaving through the Italian immigrant streets of Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, to his parochial school, from the ballpark to church and home again, these contemplative 
poems present a situation unique to the poet but familiar to us all. 
 
As Bathanti recalls the joys, struggles, and confusion of his formative years in the late fifties and into the 
sixties, he gains a deeper under-standing of the often surreal, always paradoxical world around him. He 
explores the perceived injustices of childhood, observes the myster-ies of religious rituals, and examines 
the complex emotions families experience as children grow up and parents grow old. These poems 
divulge an eventful life, compelling us to reflect on our own as we confront a world of wonder and 
uncertainty. 
 
Joseph Bathanti is professor of creative writing at Appalachian State University. He has published 
novels, nonfiction, and ten poetry collections. He served as the Poet Laureate for North Carolina from 
2012 to 2014. 
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To request review copies or set up an interview with the author, 
please contact Jenny Keegan at jenniferkeegan@lsu.edu. 
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